Using Alternative Assessments to
Improve Student Learning
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Quality Matters

e QM Standard 3 - Assessment & Measurement

©)

3.1 - The assessments measure the achievement of
the stated learning objectives or competencies.
3.2 - The course grading policy is stated clearly at the
beginning of the course.

3.3. - Specific and descriptive criteria are provided for
the evaluation of learners’ work, and their connection
to the course grading policy is clearly explained.

3.4 - The assessments used are sequenced, varied,
and suited to the level of the course.

3.5 -The course provides learners with multiple
opportunities to track their learning progress with
timely feedback.
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Backwards Design

Learning Goals === Assessments w=mm Learning Activities

Y
o
[
c
o
£
]
0
c
o
>
.
g
o
£
[
o
Y
|
o
[~
c
]
o

Teaching & Faculty Development
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

CAT+FD

Image Credits: objectives by Ali Mahmudi, assessment by Kasanah, and |learning by Eucalyp from Noun Project (CC BY 3.0)

cat.xula.edu


https://pixabay.com/photos/homework-school-problem-number-2521144/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/assessment-5656415/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/learning-3047458/
https://thenounproject.com/legal/terms-of-use/#icon-licenses

Bloom's Taxonomy

A
A

t Produce new or original work
crea e Design, assemble, construct, conjecture, develop, formulate, author, investigate

Justify a stand or decision
ev a I u ate appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value, critique, weigh

Draw connections among ideas
differentiate, organize, relate, compare, contrast, distinguish, examine,

a n a Iyze experiment, question, test

Use information in new situations

a I execute, implement, solve, use, demonstrate, interpret, operate,
pp y schedule, sketch

Explain ideas or concepts

u n d e rst a n d classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate, recognize,

report, select, translate

remem ber Recall facts and basic concepts

define, duplicate, list, memorize, repeat, state

g
=)

5§ 3
tE W
o 35
£2 B
dog =
20 wu
gﬂ (o]
32 ¢
qs a
dog .
o u
X Z
-Emg
E.Em
0|2§

Image Credit: “Bloom’s Taxonomy" by Center for Teaching Vanderbilt University is licensed under CC BY 2.0
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Authentic Assessments

® Authentic assessments require judgment,
INNovation, and application... in realistic
contexts
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Authentic Assessments

® An assignment is authenticifit
o s realistic.
requires judgment and innovation.
asks the student to “do” the subject.
replicates or simulates the workplace, civic,
or personal context.
o allows for rehearsal, practice, consultation,
and feedback to refine performances and
products.
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Source: Vaccinate Against Cheating With Authentic Assessment

by Ray Schroeder, Inside HigherEd cat.xula.edu



https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/blogs/online-trending-now/vaccinate-against-cheating-authentic-assessment

Authentic Alternatives

1. Observations / Interviews

2. Annotated bibliography

3. Video Presentations

4. Reflections / applications

5. Fact Sheets / Infographics / How-To
YEIINELS

6. Group Projects

Teaching & Faculty Development
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Assignments Tool

e Collect and grade individual and group
assignments

e Students submit their work by
uploading files or using the text box

e Anonymous marking available
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Assignments Tool

f#  Elementary French (Fall 2023)

Help v+ Course Admin Content Discussions Grades Classlist Groups

Assignments
Quizzes

Surveys

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

Class Progress

Checklist

Announcements W Radio France Internationale  Self Assessments RFI Musique
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Assignment Create/Edit Experience

¢ Back to Manage Assignments New Assignment

Name *

Availability Dates & Conditions
Untitled

Always available
Grade Out Of Due Date

Ungraded =
Submission & Completion

Instructions

File submission
Paragraph v

Lato (Recom... v

Evaluation & Feedback

No rubric added
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g_} Record Audio @ Record Video

Save and Close Cancel




Assignments Tool

Submission & Completion

e Submission Types

@) Individual Assignment

o File submission

Category

o Text submission
o On paper submission
O

Observed in person T

r submission
Observed in person
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] 1 One File
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Allowable File Extensions @

Annotatable Files

Submissions
@) All submissions are kept

Only one submission allowed

Only the most recent submission is kept

cat.xula.edu



Assignments Tool

Submission & Completion

e Allowable File Extensions [EE_—_
o Unrestricted
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o PDF only

o Annotatable files

o Files previewed without o
conversion

O |mages a nd Videos Allow::j:iilextcnsions

o Compatible with Turnitin

o Custom file types

Compatible with Turnitin

cat.xula.edu



Assignments Too

e Annotations - markup

student work and
provide comments
online

Evaluation & Feedback

Rubrics
Add Rubric

Learning Objectives

)

Manage Learning Objectives

Annotation Tools

|v| Make an on tools available for

ass: ment

Anonymous Marking

| Hide student names during assessmeni

Turnitin Integration

Turnitin™ add

Manage Turnitin

Submission & Completion

Assignment Type
(®) Individual Assignment

Group As:

Category

Submission Type
| File submi
Files Allowed Per Submission

(@) Unlimited

) One File
Allowable File Extensions @
Annot.

Submissions
(@) All submissions are kept
) Only one submission allow:

Only the most recent submission is kept

Notification Email

Ent

-
(-]
-
c
()
£
7]
Y
e
(]
%
g
)
L
-
o
[
-
(7]
-
c
(]
8]

Teaching & Faculty Development
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

cat.xula.edu




Observed in Person Submission

¢ Back to Manage Assignments New Assignment

Name *

Untitled

Grade Out Of

Ungraded

Instructions

Paragraph

Lato (Recom...

Due Date

]

v B I Uv &
v Ypx..v T @

¥ Record Audio @ Record Video

Availability Dates & Conditions

Always available

Submission & Completion

Assignment Type
@) Individual Assignment
Group Assignment
Category

No category

Submission Type

Submission & Completion

Assignment Type
(@) Individual Assignment

@ Group Assignment

Category

‘ No category

Observed in person

File submission
Text submission
On paper submission

Evaluation & Feedback

No rubric added

Submission Type

‘ Observed in person

Marked as completed

[ Automatically on due date

Manually by learners
Automatically on evaluation
Automatically on due date

FUIVOILIVI SR 1 e

No rubric added

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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£ Back to Manage Assignments

Name *

Untitled

Grade Out Of Due Date

Ungraded =

Instructions

Paragraph v B I

Lato (Recom... v 19px .. v

On Paper Submission

New Assignment

¥ Record Audio

@ Record Video

Availability Dates & Conditions

Always available

Submission & Completion

Assignment Type

®) Individual Assignment
Group Assignment

Category

No category

Submission & Completion

Assignment Type
® ) Individual Assignment

Group Assignment

Category

Submission Type

‘ No category

[ File submission

File submission
Text submissio

On paper sub
Observed in person

-
rre-Fite
Allowable File Extensions @)

No Restrictions

Submission Type

‘ On paper submission

Marked as completed

[ Automatically on due date

Manually by learners
Automatically on evaluation
Automatically on due date

No rubric added

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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Rubrics

e |nstructors:

— Assess assignments consistently

— Save time in grading

— Give timely, effective feedback

— Clarify expectations and components of an
assignment for learners

— Refine teaching methods by evaluating
rubric results

Teaching & Faculty Development
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Rubrics

e | earners:
— Understand expectations and components
of an assignment
— Become more aware of their learning
process and progress

— Improve work through timely and detailed
feedback

Teaching & Faculty Development
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Assignments Tool

Evaluation & Feedback

e Interactive Rubrics
O AttaCh ru br|C to Add Rubric v
aSSig N ment Learning Objectives

Manage Lez

Annotation Tools

|+ | Make annotation tools available for
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assessment
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Anonymous Marking

| | Hide student names during assessment
Turnitin Integration

Turnitin™ adds additional functionality to evaluation.

Manage Turnitin

cat.xula.edu



Brightspace Interactive Rubrics

Observed in Person automatically on evaluation

Janice's Sandbox CO

L rFrancis Demo-student

Oral Presentation Rubric

Criteria

Delivery

Add Feedback

Content/Organization

Add Feedback

Enthusiasm/Audience

Awareness

Feedback

Overall Score

Excellent

Excellent (9-10 points)

* Holds attention of entire audience with the
use of direct eye contact, seldom looking

otes

« Speaks with fluctuation in volume and
flection to ain audience intere

em ize key

Good (7-8 points)

* Consistent use of direct eye contact with
audience, but still returns to notes

« Speaks with satisfactory variation of volume

and inflects

+ Demonstrates full knov by answering
all class questions with explanations and

elaboration

« Provides clear purpos
pertinent examples, fa
supports conclusions/ideas with

= Demonstrates strong enthusiasm about

topic during entire presentation

+ Significantly increases audience
understanding and kno

convinces an audience to re

o Is at ease with expected ans

questions, hout elaboratic

* Has somewhat clear purpose and subject;
some examples, facts, and/or statistics that
support the subject; includes some data of

evidence that supports conclusions

Fair (5-6 points)

o Displays minimal eye contact wi
audience, while reading mostly from
the notes

* Speaks in uneven volume with little o

inflection

« Is uncomfortable with information and is able to

answer only rudimentary questions

+ Attempts to define purpose and subject;
provides weak examples, facts, and/ or statistics
which do not adequately support the subject
ncludes very thin data or evidence

« Shows little or mixed feelings about the topic
being presented

* Raises audience understanding and knowledge

of some p

Needs Improvement (0-4 points) Criterion
baints Score.

« Holds no eye contact with audience, as
entire report is read from notes

* Speaks in low volume and/or
monotonous tone, which causes

audience to disengage

« Does not have grasp of information and

anot answer questions about subject

+ Does not clearly define subject and
purpose; provides weak or no suppert of
subject; gives insufficient support

ideas or conclusions

« Shows no interest in topic presented

+ Fails to increase audience understanding
of knowledge of topic

Needs Improvement

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA




#LEX Course - Interactive Rubrics

PROFICIENCY

LANE W4 5 7S1C ROAD
a NILE | NEXT RIGHT

Existing Activities W (,; Bulk Edit

i Interactive Rubrics: Get Started
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i Interactive Rubrics: Learn More

i Interactive Rubrics: Take Action

e

i Interactive Rubrics: Reflect
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Assignments
Tool in
Action

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA
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https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapper-board-film-movie-152088/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Check-in
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I'm a little confused
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I'm good to go

Stop, | need help

Image Credits: green light, stop sign, and turtle from OpenClipart cat.xu Ia.ed u


https://openclipart.org/detail/66421/traffic-semaphore-green-light
https://openclipart.org/detail/167093/stop-sign
https://openclipart.org/detail/263082/cartoon-turtle-2
https://openclipart.org/share

Assignments Tool Tip #1

® |n the Grade Out of section,
O You can choose to Edit or Link to Existing, which
links the assignment to an existing grade item, or

O You can choose to Add to Grade Book to create a
new grade item.

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development

Name *

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

Untitled

Grade Out Of Due Date

0 points Notin Grade Book v @ = CAT+FD

Description Edit or Link to Existing

Add to Grade Book

cat.xula.edu


https://pixabay.com/vectors/dialog-tip-advice-hint-speaking-148815/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Assignments Tool Tip #2

® Copy Assignment
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® Copy to Other Courses $o
1 1 Assignment 3w “ ‘=

— Given the option to copy : %fé
associated grade item and v

opy As
.
r u b r I C PeerMark Assignn Copy to Other Courses

Submission Log

Your Choice Concert Report v Y Ry
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Assignments Tip #3

® Design with accessibility in mind

Teaching & Faculty Development
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA
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and Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay


https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Disability_symbols.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Park_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain
https://pixabay.com/vectors/dialog-tip-advice-hint-speaking-148815/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Potential Pitfall

® Anonymous markings
— Submitted work should not have
any information that identifies the
learner
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https://pixabay.com/service/license/

| see value in utilizing Alternative
Assessments in my courses.
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Image Credit: Thumbs Up Circle and Thumbs Down Circle by Dennis Martin from OpenClipArt cat.xu Ia.ed u



https://pixabay.com/vectors/cold-thermometer-weather-159379/
https://openclipart.org/detail/214030/thumbs-down-circle
https://openclipart.org/share

Workshop Slides, Recording, &
Resources

https://catwiki.xula.edu/alt

Teaching & Faculty Development
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Image Credit: Image by geralt from Pixabay
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