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Join the Conversation

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Quick Poll

Which question types have you used 
in Brightspace quizzes? 
(select all that apply)

Image Credits: Image by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay

True or False (T/F)

Multiple Choice (M/C)

Multi-Select (M-S)

Written Response (WR)

Short Answer (SA)

Multi-Short Answer (MSA)

Fill in the Blanks (FIB)

Matching (MAT)

Ordering (ORD)

Arithmetic (2+2)

Significant Figures (x10)

Likert (LIK)

https://pixabay.com/vectors/ballot-box-box-poll-election-vote-32384/
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=32384


Respondus 4.0

#edtech

#KeepTeaching XULA

@xulacat

• Windows-based authoring tool that makes it easy to create and 

manage exams in Brightspace

• We have a site license

– Email jflorent@xula.edu for download link and license key

mailto:jflorent@xula.edu


Test/Quiz Question Generator

#edtech

#KeepTeaching XULA

@xulacat

• Question Types
– Multiple Choice (M/C)

– Multi Select (M-S)

– Written Response (WR)

– Fill in the Blanks (FIB)

– Matching (MAT)

– Ordering (ORD)

https://cat.xula.edu/food/brightspace-tip-146-test-quiz-question-generator/

https://cat.xula.edu/food/brightspace-tip-146-test-quiz-question-generator/


Question Types

True or False (T/F)

Multiple Choice (M/C)

Multi-Select (M-S)

Written Response (WR)

Short Answer (SA)

Multi-Short Answer (MSA)

Fill in the Blanks (FIB)

Matching (MAT)

Ordering (ORD)

Arithmetic (2+2)

Significant Figures (x10)

Likert (LIK) Only available in Surveys

Most commonly used



Question Types

True or False (T/F)

Multiple Choice (M/C)

Multi-Select (M-S)

Written Response (WR)

Short Answer (SA)

Multi-Short Answer (MSA)

Fill in the Blanks (FIB)

Matching (MAT)

Ordering (ORD)

Arithmetic (2+2)

Significant Figures (x10)

Likert (LIK)

Can not be automatically graded; 
instructor must grade this 
question type



Question Types

True or False (T/F)

Multiple Choice (M/C)

Multi-Select (M-S)

Written Response (WR)

Short Answer (SA)

Multi-Short Answer (MSA)

Fill in the Blanks (FIB)

Matching (MAT)

Ordering (ORD)

Arithmetic (2+2)

Significant Figures (x10)

Likert (LIK)

Less commonly used 
question types



Multi-Select Questions

Grading Options
Preview

• One or more answers are correct

• Great for “All-That-Apply” type questions



Multi-Select Questions

• Grading options for Multi-Select questions:
– All or nothing

• Receive full points for the question only if they select all the correct answers 
and none of the incorrect answers.

– Right minus wrong
• Receive points equal to number of right answers minus the number of 

incorrect answers they choose.

– Correct answers
• Receive points for each correct answer selected and each incorrect answer 

left blank. Incorrect answers selected, and correct answers left blank, are not 
counted.



Question Types and Regular Expressions

True or False (T/F)

Multiple Choice (M/C)

Multi-Select (M-S)

Written Response (WR)

Short Answer (SA)

Multi-Short Answer (MSA)

Fill in the Blanks (FIB)

Matching (MAT)

Ordering (ORD)

Arithmetic (2+2)

Significant Figures (x10)

Likert (LIK)

Can use 
Regular 

Expressions

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat

https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/le/question_library/instructor/regular_expressions.htm?Highlight=regular expression


Regular Expressions

• Evaluate responses against a set of acceptable values

For example, the option for a correct answer of

gr[ae]y would consider “gray” and “grey” to be correct

colo?r*  would consider “color” and “colour” to be correct

Ta[s|z]mania would consider “Tasmania” and “Tazmania” to be correct

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Regular Expressions Example
Short Answer (SA) Question

NOTE: Select Regular Expressions from the abc dropdown list.



Regular Expressions Example #1
Fill in the Blanks (FIB) Question



Preview of Example #1
Fill in the Blanks (FIB) Question 

#edtech
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@xulacat



Regular Expressions Example #2

Fill in the Blanks (FIB) Question



Preview of Example #2 
Fill in the Blanks (FIB) Question

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Matching (MAT) Questions

• Learners choose from a set of possible match choices and 
correctly pair them with match items

– Assess learners’ recognition of information and demonstrate 
comprehension of specific relationships

• Can have more match choices than match items

• Match choices are NOT presented to learners in a random order

– Enter match choices in a random order when creating quiz question

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Matching (MAT) Question
(continued)

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat

Match Choices

Match Items



Ordering (ORD) Questions

• Arrange a series of items into a correct sequence or order

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat
Image credit: Derivative of image by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/sort-increase-alphabetically-symbol-27489/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/


Grading Options for Matching (MAT) and 
Ordering (ORD) Questions

• Equally weighted
– Total point value is divided equally among all possible correct 

matches.

• All or nothing
– Receive full points for the question only if they select all the correct 

answers and none of the incorrect answers.

• Right minus wrong
– Receive points equal to number of right answers minus the number 

of incorrect answers they choose. #edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Arithmetic (2+2) Questions

• Assess learners' knowledge and comprehension of mathematics 
and number theory

• Ensure each student receives a unique question by including 
variables enclosed with curly braces that randomly generate 
numbers within the problem

• Written Response (WR) question types are recommended for 
arithmetic problems that require users to demonstrate their 
calculations and show their work

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Arithmetic (2+2) Question Example

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Significant Figures (x10) Questions

• Require respondents to answer in scientific notation and provide 
solutions that contain a specified number of significant figures

• Ensure each student receives a unique question by including 
variables enclosed with curly braces that randomly generate 
scientific notations within the problem

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Insert Equations in the HTML Editor

• Graphical equations

• Chemistry equations

• MathML equations

• LaTeX equations

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Question Library

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat

• Central repository that stores and archives questions that 
you can share and reuse

Image credit: image by Engin_Akyurt from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/en/model-women-s-exposure-young-model-2339867/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/


Why Use Question Library?

• Share questions between Quizzes, Surveys, and Self-
Assessments Tools

• Allows for the use of the Random Sections

– Randomly select questions from pre-determined set

Image credit: image by AbsolutVision from Pixabay

#edtech
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https://pixabay.com/en/question-mark-labyrinth-lost-maze-2648236/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/


#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat

How many of the same questions are two 

students likely to get  when drawn from a 

question pool?

Image credit: image by 3689161 from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/apple-orange-fruit-1868383/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/


Overlap in Questions from a Pool

“To give each student a different set of questions, the pool must be at least S times the size of the test, 

where S is number of students.”

Source: Cheating in Online Student Assessment: Beyond Plagiarism http://www.westga.edu/~distance/ojdla/summer72/rowe72.html

25%

11%

4%



#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA
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Example of a Quiz with Random Questions



Discourage Cheating

• Set optional advanced properties for the test

– Disable right click

– Disable Instant Messages and alerts

• Use Question Pools

• Respondus LockDown Browser and Respondus Monitor

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Respondus LockDown
Browser/Respondus Monitor

1

2
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In Breakout Rooms

• In small groups you will answer the following question:

– What is the most effective way you can convert complex questions 
from one of your exams into a format that will work best in 
Brightspace?

• The group member attending today’s session from a location 
that is closest to Xavier will be the spokesperson for the group. 

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacatImage credit: derivative of image by congerdesign from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/notes-paper-paper-ball-memo-office-514998/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/


Effective Practices for Quizzes

• Build a standard quiz template

– Template has your default options

– Create new quizzes by making a copy of quiz template

• Create questions in the Question Library

– Organize questions by type and topic

• Makes it easier to find questions 

– Reuse questions in multiple assessments

– Generate random sections of questions
#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Feedback

• Provide feedback on questions, especially if the test is being 
used as a formative assessment

• Feedback type

– Continuous or Summative 

• Consider the length of the test, the complexity of the feedback, and the 
types of questions being asked

• Feedback should be clear and explicitly describe why that is 
the correct and/or incorrect answer

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Example of a Multiple Choice Question 
with Feedback
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Submission Views

• Submission Views determine what students see when viewing 
a completed quiz

• By default, the Submission View only shows students their 
score on the quiz

• Instructors can use the limited Default View during the testing 
period and give students a more complete view and feedback 
once the testing period is over

• Provide students with link to instructions on how to view a 
completed test submission

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat

Better Practices for Quizzes

• Preview all questions you create and all imported questions

• If you use text or image information be sure they are on the 
same page as your questions

• If you decide to randomize questions be sure all students get 
a quiz that is equally difficult (e.g., group questions by 
difficulty into sections)

• If you decide to randomize answers be sure all answers are 
suitable for randomizing (e.g., NOT “all the above”)



Better Practices for Quizzes
(continued)

• Be transparent in the test instructions regarding grading 
options for the questions 

– E.g., “All or nothing”, “Right minus wrong”, “Correct answers”

• Use Special Access to address the requirements of  learners 
with special needs

• Review Quiz Stats to identify problematic questions and next 
steps

#edtech

#KeepTeachingXULA

@xulacat



Better Practices for Quizzes
(continued)

• Require students to take a practice test before taking their 
first online test

– Practice test should simulate the actual test

• Use same question types and testing restrictions that the actual test will 
have

– Unlimited attempts

– Available throughout the semester

#edtech
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Workshop evaluation

Image credit: image by athree23 from Pixabay
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Questions

Image credit: image by geralt from Pixabay
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