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Join the Conversation

#edtech
#facdev

@xulacat
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þȖǳ þȖɰǳǳ èṭɸ

ǒRead
ǒRecall
ǒRegurgitate

ǒPromptly forget 
information as soon
as the test is over

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Image Credit: Imageby Yassay from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/school-bored-girl-education-3666924/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Remembering vs. Understanding

Image Credit: "Forgot What I Wanted to RememberϦ ōȅ CƭͦͦŘ ƛǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/97223988@N00/6732863457
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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Online Discussions

Image Credit: "wocintech stock - 7" by #WOCinTech Chat is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wocintechchat/25171507233/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Quality Matters

ǒ QM Standard 5 - Learner Activities & Learner 
Interaction
ƺ 5.1   The learning activities promote the achievement of 

the stated learning objectives or competencies.
ƺ 5.2 Learning activities provide opportunities for 

interaction that support active learning.
ƺ ᶥṁᶣ þȖǳ ȜȿɸʆɰʎǥʆɊɰṭɸ ɭȴǈȿ ȍɊɰ ȜȿʆǳɰǈǥʆȜȿȎ ʧȜʆȖ ȴǳǈɰȿǳɰɸ 

during the course is clearly stated.
ƺ 5.4  The requirements for learner interaction are clearly 

stated.

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat
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Quality Matters

ǒ QM Standard 6 - Course Technology
ƺ 6.1   The tools used in the course support the learning 

objectives or competencies.
ƺ 6.2   Course tools promote learner engagement and 

active learning.
ƺ 6.3   A variety of technology is used in the course.
ƺ 6.4 The course provides learners with information on 

protecting their data and privacy.

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat
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Seven Principles of Good 
Pedagogical Practice

1. Encourages contact between students and 
faculty.

2. Develops reciprocity and cooperation among 
students.

3. Encourages active learning.
4. Gives prompt feedback.
5. Emphasizes time on task.
6. Communicates high expectations.
7. Respects diverse talents and ways of learning.

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Chickering & Gamson, 1987
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2. Develops Reciprocity and 
Cooperation Among Students

Ṫ«ǳǈɰȿȜȿȎ Ȝɸ ǳȿȖǈȿǥǳǬ ʧȖǳȿ Ȝʆ Ȝɸ ȽɊɰǳ ȴȜȰǳ ǈ 
team effort than a solo race. Good learning, like 
good work, is collaborative and social, not 
competitive and isolated. Working with others 
Ɋȍʆǳȿ Ȝȿǥɰǳǈɸǳɸ ȜȿʦɊȴʦǳȽǳȿʆ Ȝȿ ȴǳǈɰȿȜȿȎṁṫ 

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Chickering & Gamson, 1987

Ṫ«ǳǈɰȿȜȿȎ Ȝɸ ǳȿȖǈȿǥǳǬ ʧȖǳȿ Ȝʆ Ȝɸ ȽɊɰǳ ȴȜȰǳ ǈ 
team effort than a solo race. Good learning , like 
good work, is collaborative and social , not 
competitive and isolated. Working with others 
often increases involvement in learning ṁṫ 
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Seven Principles of Good 
Pedagogical Practice

1. Encourages contact between students and 
faculty.

2. Develops reciprocity and cooperation among 
students.

3. Encourages active learning.
4. Gives prompt feedback.
5. Emphasizes time on task.
6. Communicates high expectations.
7. Respects diverse talents and ways of learning.

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Chickering & Gamson, 1987
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3. Encourages Active Learning

Ṫ«ǳǈɰȿȜȿȎ Ȝɸ ȿɊʆ ǈ ɸɭǳǥʆǈʆɊɰ ɸɭɊɰʆṁ ðʆʎǬǳȿʆɸ ǬɊ 
not learn much just by sitting in classes
listening to teachers, memorizing 
prepackaged assignments, and spitting out 
answers.
They must talk about what they are learning, 
write about it, relate it to past experiences
and apply it to their daily lives. They must 
ȽǈȰǳ ʧȖǈʆ ʆȖǳʭ ȴǳǈɰȿ ɭǈɰʆ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳȽɸǳȴʦǳɸṁṫ 

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Chickering & Gamson, 1987

ṪLearning is not a spectator sport . Students do 
not learn much just by sitting in classes
listening to teachers, memorizing 
prepackaged assignments, and spitting out 
answers.
They must talk about what they are learning, 
write about it, relate it to past experiences
and apply it to their daily lives . They must 
ȽǈȰǳ ʧȖǈʆ ʆȖǳʭ ȴǳǈɰȿ ɭǈɰʆ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳȽɸǳȴʦǳɸṁṫ 
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Online Discussions

ǒ Effective way to inject a dose of community 
into online course

ǒ A lively and thought -provoking discussion 
forum
Ṝ Draws students into a deeper engagement 

with peers
Ṝ Strengthens understanding of course 

materials

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Source: Boost Student Engagement by Rethinking Your Online Discussion Board

https://www.eduflow.com/blog/boost-student-engagement-by-rethinking-your-online-discussion-board
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Understand the Value of a 
Discussion Board

ǒ Not all courses will benefit from discussion 
forums
Ṝ Will it enhance the overall curriculum?
Ṝ How will you use it to strengthen the 

learning objectives of the course?

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Source: Boost Student Engagement by Rethinking Your Online Discussion Board

https://www.eduflow.com/blog/boost-student-engagement-by-rethinking-your-online-discussion-board
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Understand the Value of a 
Discussion Board

ǒ Should not be used as a mechanism for 
testing knowledge retention 
Ṝ Essay prompts and exams do this more 

efficiently
Ṝ Use discussion board as an opportunity to 

enhance the learning process

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Source: Boost Student Engagement by Rethinking Your Online Discussion Board

https://www.eduflow.com/blog/boost-student-engagement-by-rethinking-your-online-discussion-board
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What issues or challenges 
to using online discussions 

do you foresee?

Image Credit: Imageby Schäferle from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/stone-push-overcoming-obstacle-2127669/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Issues and Challenges
Related to Student Behaviors

Personal attacks and 
bullying

Students who do not 
contribute to the 

discussion

Students plagiarizing 
ɊʆȖǳɰ ɸʆʎǬǳȿʆɸṭ ɭɊɸʆȜȿȎ

Going off track from the 
discussion topic

Students offering very weak, 
non -substantive posts 
(i.e. drive -by postings)

Conflict in the discussion
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Issues and Challenges
for the Instructor

Making discussions a space 
where students can synthesize 

course materials

Dealing with asynchronous 
discussion fatigue

Demonstrating you are paying 
attention without becoming 

overwhelmed with reading all the posts

Having students take ownership 
over leading discussions

Keeping up with discussion 
posts and balancing student 

response times

µǈȰȜȿȎ ɸʎɰǳ ɸʆʎǬǳȿʆɸ ǈɰǳȿṭʆ ȭʎɸʆ 
posting to meet requirements but 

are engaged in discussion

Time involved in answering 
questions and responding to 

discussion posts

Grading discussions
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Quality Online Discussions

ǒ Discussion prompts that encourage student 
engagement

ǒ Clear/specific instructions and expectations
ǒ Specific/descriptive grading criteria
ǒ Strategic feedback

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat
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Great Discussion Questions

ǒ Are clear and easy to understand
ǒ Foster a dialogue
ǒ Are inclusive
ǒ Align with the course objectives

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Source: How to Write Discussion Questions That Actually Spark Discussions

https://www.eduflow.com/blog/how-to-write-discussion-questions-that-actually-spark-discussions
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Write Discussion Questions That 
Actually Spark Discussions

ǒ Craft questions that
Ṝ Give learners the 

opportunity to form 
opinions AND build on 
ǳǈǥȖ ɊʆȖǳɰṭɸ ȜȿɸȜȎȖʆɸ

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Image Credit: Imageby GDJ from Pixabay

Source: How to Write Discussion Questions That Actually Spark Discussions

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cranium-head-human-male-man-2099131/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://www.eduflow.com/blog/how-to-write-discussion-questions-that-actually-spark-discussions
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=ȴɊɊȽṭɸ þǈʬɊȿɊȽʭ

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: How to Write Discussion Questions That Actually Spark Discussions

https://www.eduflow.com/blog/how-to-write-discussion-questions-that-actually-spark-discussions


C
en

te
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

A
dv

an
ce

m
en

t o
f

T
ea

ch
in

g 
&

 F
ac

ul
ty

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t

X
A

V
IE

R
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
IT

Y
 O

F
 L

O
U

IS
IA

N
A

cat.xula.edu

Choose Questions That Inspire 
Discussion

ǒ Avoid close -ended questions
ǒ Craft open -ǳȿǬǳǬ ɯʎǳɸʆȜɊȿɸ ʆȖǈʆ ǬɊȿṭʆ Ȗǈʦǳ 

a right or wrong answer

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Image Credit: Imageby geralt from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/board-writing-chalk-enlightenment-953154/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Writing Good Discussion Questions

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat Source: Generating and Facilitating Engaging and Effective Online Discussions

Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Texas at Austin

https://ctl.utexas.edu/sites/default/files/Effective-Online-Discussions.pdf
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Suggestions for Effective 
Online Discussions

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: Discussions in Online Courses: Best Practices and Expectations
Engineering for Professionals, Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering

https://ep.jhu.edu/faculty-staff/teaching-technology-resources/discussions-in-online-courses-best-practices-and-expectations/
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Suggestions for Effective 
Online Discussions

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: Discussions in Online Courses: Best Practices and Expectations
Engineering for Professionals, Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering

https://ep.jhu.edu/faculty-staff/teaching-technology-resources/discussions-in-online-courses-best-practices-and-expectations/
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Suggestions for Effective 
Online Discussions

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: Discussions in Online Courses: Best Practices and Expectations
Engineering for Professionals, Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering

https://ep.jhu.edu/faculty-staff/teaching-technology-resources/discussions-in-online-courses-best-practices-and-expectations/


C
en

te
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

A
dv

an
ce

m
en

t o
f

T
ea

ch
in

g 
&

 F
ac

ul
ty

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t

X
A

V
IE

R
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
IT

Y
 O

F
 L

O
U

IS
IA

N
A

cat.xula.edu

Suggestions for Effective 
Online Discussions

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: Discussions in Online Courses: Best Practices and Expectations
Engineering for Professionals, Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering

https://ep.jhu.edu/faculty-staff/teaching-technology-resources/discussions-in-online-courses-best-practices-and-expectations/
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Suggestions for Effective 
Online Discussions

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: Discussions in Online Courses: Best Practices and Expectations
Engineering for Professionals, Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering

https://ep.jhu.edu/faculty-staff/teaching-technology-resources/discussions-in-online-courses-best-practices-and-expectations/
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Breaking the Humdrum of 
ṪåɊɸʆ Âȿǥǳ ỡ èǳɭȴʭ ʆɊ ᶢṫ

#facdev
#edtech
@xulacat

Source: Breaking the Humdrum of Discussions


