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Join the Conversation

#edtech
@xulacat
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The Rise of Mobile
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https://elearninginfographics.com/the-rise-of-mobile-learning-infographic/
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Mobile Devices
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https://twitter.com/jmflorent/status/1025305856987078657
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What are HTML Templates?

Sample page layouts that have some 
details in place to make it easier for 
you to create accessible, responsive, 
interactive, and visually appealing 
HTML content pages.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/icon-file-extension-document-2488093/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Why Use HTML Templates?

• Helps to meet QM standards through the 
use of sample pages and placeholder text

• Improves accessibility and usability
• Improves responsiveness across devices
• Searchable in Brightspace

https://pixabay.com/vectors/icon-file-extension-document-2488093/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Why Use HTML Templates?

• Maintain a consistent visual look
– Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) make for 

quick and easy font, color, and heading 
changes

https://pixabay.com/vectors/icon-file-extension-document-2488093/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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HTML 
Templates in 

Action

https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapper-board-film-movie-152088/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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HTML Templates Wiki Resource

• Includes links to:
– HTML Templates
– Step-by-step instructions
– Free image sites
– Free photo and image editing tools
– Creative Commons (CC) Resources
– Accessibility Resources

https://catwiki.xula.edu/Brightspace_HTML_Templates_Resource

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia_Logo_1.0.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://catwiki.xula.edu/Brightspace_HTML_Templates_Resource
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HTML Templates in 4 Steps

Step 1: Choose a Theme and download the 
HTML Templates to your computer

Step 2: Upload the HTML Templates to your 
course

Step 3: Enable HTML Templates in your 
course

Step 4: Apply an HTML Template to a HTML  
(web) page

https://pixabay.com/vectors/icon-file-extension-document-2488093/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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HTML Templates

• HTML Templates are available when 
you Create a File in Content

• HTML Templates are NOT available in 
descriptions

https://pixabay.com/vectors/icon-file-extension-document-2488093/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Ask Yourself

• Would information be better suited as 
a web (HTML) page or would it be 
better in some other format (Word, 
Google Doc, pdf, etc.)
– Perhaps providing as web (HTML) 

page and in alternate format works 
best for you

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-mark-question-response-1019993/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #1

• Set the HTML template path (for 
shared files) in the course

– This saves time from repeatedly 
browsing to the same path (folder) to 
choose a template

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #2

• For banner images, use an image that 
is at least 1200 pixels in width and 400 
pixels in height

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #3

• Add images using “Insert Image” or 
“Insert Stuff” buttons in the HTML 
Editor 
– Makes it easier to add Alternative Text 

(Alt Text)

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #4

• Type your content in a document, 
such as Word or Google Docs, first
– Allows you to spot spelling and 

grammar errors early on

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #5

• Paste text without formatting (when 
pasting text from Word, Google 
Docs, etc.)
– Use Ctrl+Shift+V (Cmd+Shift+V on 

Mac) to paste copied text as 
unformatted text

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #6

• Use proper formatting styles
– Clear and consistent heading structure
– Use proper list structure
– Data tables should have column 

headers
– Images should have ALT text
– Use descriptive link text
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Effective Practice #7

• When copying elements:
– You must be in edit mode to copy 

elements
– Copy everything between the “start 

copy” and “end copy” for the 
specific Element, then paste into 
the HTML Editor

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #8

• Keep the elements page (HTML 
template) open in its own tab or 
window so you can copy and paste 
any element onto the page you’re 
creating

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Effective Practice #9

• Run the Brightspace Accessibility 
Checker on each page

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/machine-mechanical-eye-blue-look-1776925/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Potential Pitfall #1

• Applying a template to an existing 
page will overwrite the content and 
you will lose your work
– Save any edits in a different file prior 

to changing templates 

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Potential Pitfall #2

• The HTML templates path may need 
to be reselected, after copying from a 
course where you changed from the 
default path

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Potential Pitfall #3

• HTML Templates are not recommended 
for material that is intended for printing 
and saving outside of Brightspace
– Provide material in alternate format 

suitable for printing if needed

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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CAT FooD Blog
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Questions

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-board-chalk-school-1262378/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

