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1.         In a sentence or two, describe the background and purpose of the research.

Faculty often complain that students do not carefully read (or do not read at all) the detailed feedback provided on writing assignments.  Yet faculty still spend a significant amount of time providing this feedback. We want to see if the format of the feedback (written versus electronic) makes a difference in whether or not students attend to it.  We will assess this by randomly assigning format of feedback across four different courses and measuring student retention of feedback.

2.
What is the duration of the proposed research?

We will gather data in the Spring 2013 semester.

3.
Who will be the subjects in this study?  How will they be solicited or contacted?   Subjects must be informed about the nature of what is involved for a participant, including a description of anything that they might consider unpleasant or as a risk. Please provide an outline or script of the information that will be given to subjects before they volunteer to participate.  Include a copy of the written solicitation and/or an outline of the oral solicitation.

Participants will be students enrolled in Dr. XXX’s XXX courses and Dr. XXX’s XXX class. Nothing will change about any part of the course or any course assignments.  However, feedback retention data will be gathered in class after students receive feedback on a writing assignment. Students will be asked to complete a feedback retention survey (see Appendix). After all surveys have been completed, the purpose of the study will be explained.

4.
Briefly describe the involvement of human subjects in the study.

Students will be asked to fill out the feedback retention survey (see attached) after receiving feedback on a writing assignment. This should take less than 5 minutes of class time.

5.
What measures or observations will be taken in the study? If any questionnaires or other instruments are used, provide a brief description and include a copy for review.

We developed a feedback retention survey. See attached.

Will the subjects encounter the possibility of psychological, social, physical or legal risk?  Yes ____ No__X__  If so, please describe. 

7.  
If there are any risks involved in the study, are there any offsetting benefits that might accrue to either the subjects or society?  Please explain.

See response to #6. The benefits include that we will explain the research design to the students, as well as emphasize the importance of attending to feedback.  Finally, we hope to present and publish our findings for other instructors.

8.  
Will there be any physical or mental stress on the subjects?  Yes___  No__X__  If so, please describe.

9.  
Will the subjects be deceived or misled in any way?  Yes ___ No__X_  If so, please describe and include an outline or script of the debriefing. 

feedback retention surveys are completed we will explain the study to all students.
Will there be a request for information that subjects might consider personal or sensitive?   Yes  __ No __X_  If so, please describe.

Will the subjects be presented with materials that they might consider to be offensive, threatening, or degrading?  Yes ___ No _X__  If so, please describe.

Approximately how many subjects will be participating in the study?  Approximately how much time will be demanded of each subject?  If subjects will be participating in more than one session, please indicate the total number of sessions and the amount of time demanded by each.

There are approximately 15-30 students per class. The survey should take less than 5 minutes of class time.

What steps will be taken to ensure that each subject’s participation is voluntary? What, if any, inducements will be offered to the subjects for their participation?

Students will be told that they do not have to complete the survey, though they will be encouraged to do so.  There will be no inducements.

14.       How will you ensure that subjects give their consent prior to participating?  Will a

written consent form be used? Yes ___ No _X__   If so, please include the form.  If not, will oral informed consent be obtained?  If so, please submit a copy of the script.  If neither written nor oral informed consent will be obtained, please indicate why not and complete and attach the Request for Waiver or Alteration of Requirement to Obtain Informed Consent form. If either written or oral consent is to be obtained, please complete and attach the IRB Informed Consent Document Check List.

Because this is part of the classroom experience students will not be given informed consent.  Instead, we will tell them that we are going to hand out an optional survey and encourage them to complete it. Completion of the survey implies consent.  We will explain the purpose of the survey after they are completed. We will solicit to use their data in our analyses, so they will have the option to opt out.

15.
Will any aspect of the data be made a part of any permanent record that can be  identified with the subject?  Yes ___ No __X_  If so, please explain.

16.
Will the fact that a subject did or did not participate in a specific experiment or study be made a part of any permanent record that can be identified with the subject?  Yes___ No _X__ If so, please explain.

17. 
What steps will be taken to ensure the confidentiality of the data collected?  Be specific.

Data will not be anonymous.  However, we will compile the data in a way that does not identify any student.

18. 
Will any data from files or archival data be used?  Yes ___  No _X__  If yes, please explain.

19.  
Does the research require approval from any of the following Xavier University

 
Committees:  The Animal Care Committee (Yes ___ No_X__);  The Biohazards

Committee (Yes ___  No_X__);  The Radiation Safety Committee (Yes___ No_X__)?  If you answered “yes” to any of the proceeding, has the appropriate clearance

been obtained’?  Yes ___ No___  If so, please attach the letter of approval to this           questionnaire.   If it has not, when do you anticipate that clearance will be granted?

What are the sources of funding for the proposed research?

NA

List the clinical sites to be utilized during the investigation (If applicable).

NA

List the contracted facilities for diagnostic tests and procedures, etc. (if applicable).

NA

Please insure that 24-hour telephone numbers and emergency instructions are included in the consent forms.

Students will have access to each instructor and all contact information will be on each syllabus.

 Appendix

Feedback Instructions

When we hand back papers at the end of class:


For the paper half of you have written feedback the other half have electronic feedback.  So, if I don’t hand your paper back right now, your grade and feedback are available on Blackboard.  Everyone, please review my feedback before next class

After a two day lag:

Give students the Feedback Retention Survey

Feedback Retention Survey

Please report any and all feedback that I gave you on your paper.  Be as specific and detailed as possible.  Use my exact words when you can.

For example, If I wrote on your paper, “elaborate on point X”, you write down, “elaborate on ________ (and fill in the blank).”  

Did you read your feedback on your paper?

Not at all 1     2     3     4     5 (very carefully)

How do you prefer to receive your feedback?

____ handwritten

_____ electronically

Why?
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