Accessibility Features Can Support At-Risk
Students

Accessibility features can significantly enhance the learning experience for at-risk students, providing them
with the tools they need to succeed. Here are some specific ways instructors can utilize these features:

1. Flexible Learning Formats

e Audio and Video Transcriptions: Provide transcripts for all audio and video content to accommodate
students with hearing impairments or learning styles that benefit from visual aids.

e Closed Captioning: Enable closed captioning for all multimedia content to benefit students who are deaf
or hard of hearing, as well as those who may need visual reinforcement.

e Alternative Text for Images: Provide descriptive text for all images to ensure that students with visual
impairments can access the information.

2. Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

e Multiple Means of Representation: Present information in multiple formats (e.g., text, audio, visual) to
accommodate different learning styles and abilities.

e Multiple Means of Engagement: Provide a variety of activities and assessments to cater to different
interests and motivation levels.

e Multiple Means of Expression: Allow students to demonstrate their understanding in various ways (e.g.,
written assignments, presentations, projects) to accommodate different strengths and preferences.

3. Accommodations and Modifications

e Extended Time: Provide additional time for assignments and exams to accommodate students with
learning disabilities or those who require extra time to process information.

e Reduced Workload: Adjust the workload for students who are struggling or facing significant challenges.

e Alternative Assessments: Offer alternative forms of assessment (e.g., oral presentations, projects) for
students who may have difficulty with traditional written exams.

4. Creating an Inclusive Classroom Environment

e Open Communication: Foster an open and supportive classroom environment where students feel
comfortable asking questions and seeking assistance.

e Peer Support: Encourage peer tutoring or study groups to provide additional support and collaboration
opportunities.

o Positive Reinforcement: Offer positive feedback and encouragement to build students' confidence and
motivation.

By implementing these accessibility features and strategies, instructors can create a more inclusive and
equitable learning environment that supports the needs of all students, including those who are at risk.

NOTE: The information in this document was produced using draft text written by Google's Gemini Al using the prompt: “Please give me specific
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