CUSTOMIZE YOUR COURSE
HOMEPAGE IN BRIGHTSPACE

Ms. Janice Florent, Technology Coordinator
Dr. Jason S. Todd, Director

Except where otherwise noted, all content is licensed under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 License. Please credit CAT+FD.

Teaching & Faculty Development

Y
o
[
c
o
£
]
0
c
o
>
.
g
o
£
[
o
Y
|
o
[~
c
]
o

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

cat.xula.edu


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0
https://cat.xula.edu

VNVISINOT 40 ALISUYIAINN d3IAVX

udwdojanaq Ay nae4 3 uiysesl
JO JUSWIIDdUBAPY 3Y) 10j 191UdD

cat.xula.edu

@
9|
<]
£
&l
E]
S
2
=
=
o
5
=
o]
o
o
b1
<)
@
>
)
o
@
g
b1
o
S
o
o
@
£



https://pixabay.com/photos/painting-pencils-paint-pens-911804/
https://pixabay.com/photos/painting-pencils-paint-pens-911804/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Quality Matters

e QM Standard 8 - Accessibility & Usability

O

O O O O

o O

8.1 - Course navigation facilitates ease of use.
8.2 - The course design facilitates readability.

8.3 - Text in the course is accessible.

8.4 - Images in the course are accessible.

8.5 - Video and audio content in the course is
accessible.

8.6 - Multimedia in the course is easy to use.

8.7 - Vendor accessibility statements are provided
for the technologies used in the course.
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ft  Intro to Physical Geography (Fall 2026) 8 Sl

as Instructor

Help v Course Admin Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus Zoom Activities v Groups ePortfolio

Hi Janice, Welcome to Intro to Physical Geography (Fall
2026)!

Announcements v Content Browser v

Hi Janicel M Bookmarks 43 Recently Visited
[ Get Started Here!

B Get Help Here

[ Our Virtual Spaces >

[(3 Module 1: Introduction to >
Physical Geography

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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B Module 2: Solar System  »

Updates

» <) 0:00/1:00

There are no current updates for Intro to
Physical Geography (Fall 2026)

Welcome to this Intro to Physical Geography (Fall 2026) course.

I am Dr. Ima, your professor for this course. | suggest you take a few minutes to view
some of the tutorial videos below that will help you familiarize yourself with Quick Eval v

cat.xula.edu




Homepage Course Banner
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Purpose: The landing Purpose: Easy way Purpose: Space to Purpose: A space to
page for courses. for you and your personalize your post and organize
Similar to a bulletin learners to access a course image or content within
board where you can wide variety of tools. display a message Brightspace. Create
display useful or information to lessons, assignments,
information and learners. quizzes, etc.in an
resources for learners. easy to navigate area
for learners.
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Course Offering Information

e Change the name of your course

Teaching & Faculty Development
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https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
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e Choose from image library or upload
your own

e Images are used In
o My Courses Widget
o Course Homepage image banner
o Brightspace Pulse
e Automatically resized
o Recommended size 2400 by 960 pixels

Teaching & Faculty Development
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA
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Banner Image Text

e Customize text on homepage banner

Images
o Course Name

o Custom Value

m Replace Strings allowed
e Forexample, Hello {FirstName}, Welcome to
{OrgUnitName}!
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ooo Janice Florent
omepage - o

e Two Equal Panels

Announcements v WorkTo Do v

XULA Health Psych @ OTF!

Elizabeth Hammer posted on Sep 28, 20; PM

All Clear For Now!

You have no activities with due or end dates available. Come
back later to see if you have work to do.

Calendar v

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development

Wednesday, October 14, 2026
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Upcoming events

2:00 PM
Reading Guide (Weir) - Due

Show All Announcements 2:00 PM

Reading Guide (Zomorodi) - Due

Updates v

There are no current updates for Fall 2026 - Health Psychology (PSYC-
2050-01)




Widgets

e "Building blocks” of homepages
e Live feeds of tools and external links
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System Widgets

e Built into Brightspace

e YOoUu cannot
o Modify or delete

e YOU can
o Choose the system widgets to place on your
homepage
o Change the location on course homepage
o Customize display options

Teaching & Faculty Development
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA
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Custom Widgets

e Built in the Brightspace Editor (or an
external application)
e You choose what to put in the widget box

Teaching & Faculty Development
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System Widgets

Widget Description

Announcements Communicates important updates and information to users.
Calendar Mini-calendar and a list of upcoming events.
Updates Unread submission files, unevaluated assignment submissions,

unread discussions posts, ungraded quizzes, quizzes that have
not been attempted.
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Work To Do Provides learners with a summary of their assigned learning
activities that are overdue or have an upcoming due date or end

date. Only visible to users with the Student role. CAT+ED

cat.xula.edu



System Widgets

Widget Description

Activity Feed The feed is a way to engage with your learners, with the
opportunity to have a more casual format. You have the option to
allow learners to comment in the feed. You can post reminders,
course news, time sensitive/course sensitive updates, and it may
be an easier way for you to create assignments.

Content Browser Browse course content, view recently visited topics, and view
bookmarked topics from your course homepage.
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Quick Eval Offers evaluators a single location to view learner submissions,
including assignments, quizzes, and discussions to easily access
and grade all submissions. Only visible to users with the
Instructor role.

CAT+FD

cat.xula.edu



#  Fall 2026 - Health Psychology (PSYC-2050-01) B8 = 9 N ol L

‘ o u rse H o m e pa g e Helpg# Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus Zoom Activities v Groups ePortfolio
a V.. 1' .
\ 8 N, N 4 p

A

PSYC-2050-01) o

Course name
Banner image
Banner text
System widgets

WorkTo Do v

Ith Psych @ OTF! x

posted on Sep 28, 20, 4 Pl

Announcements
Updates

Work To Do
Calendar

All Clear For Now!

You have no activities with due or end dates available. Come
back later to see if you have work to do.

Calendar v
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Wednesday, October 14, 2026 D
Upcoming events A 4
2:00 PM

14 Reading Guide (Weir) - Due

Show All Announcements OCT  2:00 PM
19  Reading Guide (Zomorodi) - Due

Updates v

There are no current updates for Fall 2026 - Health Psychology (PSYC-

cat.xula.edu




Cou rse H omepage Help v Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus

Course name
Banner image

System widgets

o Announcements
o Updates
Custom Widget

#LearnEverywhereXULA.v2

Announcements v

#LEX Advanced: VoiceThreaerBadge

Postagdsspanice Florent

& Edited

Janice,

To receive the AL
Advanced: VoiceThread
badge, you must complete
the VoiceThread reflection
activity in the #LEX
Advanced:

VoiceThread module. If you

have already completed the reflection activity, please
note that it must be reviewed and "graded" before the
badge will be released to you. It may take 1-2 working
days for this process to complete before the #LEX
Advanced: VoiceThread badge is issued to you. If you do
not receive the #LEX Advanced: VoiceThread badge
within 48 hours of submitting your VoiceThread
reflection, please let us know by emailing cat@xula.edu. If
you need help completing your VoiceThread reflection,
we suggest you review this Submitting a Comment on a
VoiceThread Assignment video [1:37].

You can view the badges you have earned by simply
clicking on Activities in the NavBar above, then select
Awards.

@’_J Q Janice Florent @
as Student

Zoom Activities v Groups ePortfolio

Updates

#" 8 Unread Discus

23 Quizzes Not Attempted

CAT FooD Blog v

Latest FooD

29,2026

space Tip #609: Quizzes — Question Types

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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Homepages
& Widgets
in Action

w £
st
S a
£9
q,@
0 2
c 0
gﬂ
2
3
(]
L
= o3
& o
=
ge
e 0
K
=

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA



https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapper-board-film-movie-152088/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapper-board-film-movie-152088/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Check-in

(Square, Triangle, or Circle)

<t 3
Cov «
-I-lE a
: |
“8‘:
E= 0
gs
c 0 L
gﬂ (o]
92 K
g5 o
d)g o
su g
50 2
o Z
55 o
OIG_’§

Squared with

my thinking Question still circling

INn My mind

Gained three
key/important ideas
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Responsive Design

Astronomy 'CBEE'I,‘Qg_ra,m

Teaching & Faculty Development
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA
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can help learners stay

connected and on track
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as Student

#  #LearnEverywhereXULA.v2 =2 Q@ N Janice Florent &

Help v+ Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus Zoom (new) Activities v Groups ePortfolio

Announcements w Updates v

#LEX Advanced: VoiceThread Badge x 21 Quizzes Not Attempted

Posted by Janice Florent
e D Edited

Janice, e CAT FooD Blog v

To receive the #LEX Advanced: y s

VoiceThread badge, you must i
complete the VoiceThread '

reflection activity in the #LEX

Advanced: VoiceThread module.

If you have already completed

the reflection activity, please Latest FooD
note that it must be reviewed and "graded" before the




8:49 wl o - gty

@ Courses
; a \ A A ) ) A A
yir Remove offline
#| eg o ore A #l eg E course files
Intro Oceanography CONTENT GRADES conTeny Launch Course
(Spring 2025) Homepage
Sandbox-florent6 | Get Started Here! v |l Get Starfed
Unpin
81177 [§ Course Overview & Introducti... ® (| Course Qvervicer w uiivmsnsnn -
e |
Learning Objectives . Learning Objectives .
Assessment & Measurement e Assessment & Measurement e
Sandbox-jflorent7 ; ; . .
Instructional Materials . Instructional Materials °
Sandbox-jflorent7
Activities & Interaction * Activities & Interaction °
Course Technology v Course Technology v
R A TR Learner Support v Learner Support v
#LearnEverywhereXULA.v2 Accessibility & Usability v Accessibility & Usability v
LearnEverywhereXULA.v2
‘ Summary & Resources 4 Summary & Resources v
B g8g o
Upcoming Courses Notifications LEX Advanced ® LEX AdVanced L4




12:18

< Pulse

Your Facilitators

CAT FooD Blog v

Menu

Show All Announcements

Updates W

—J 3 .
®" 8 Unread Discussion Posts

23 Quizzes Not Attempted
Latest FooD

Brightspace Tip #612: Intent to

CAT FooD Blog v EOL Self Assessments

v
Announcements by Janice Florent

2 October 7, 2026

Badge CAT+FD
by Jason S. Todd
October 6, 2026

Posted by Janice Florent
o D Edited Brightspace Tip #611: Turnitin -

Quick Submit

by Janice Florent

Janice, Latest FooD

To receive ’ : October 5, 2026
the #LEX Brightspace Tip #612: Intent to

Advanced: : EO ssessm

Vet Tl by Janice Florent
. ) Updates
October 7, 2026

= learn.xula.edu “
= ’ i C October Opportunities at

Brightspace Tip #610:

September Comm,uous,DT'__

by Janice Florent N—
September 29, 2026

+FD
@ m @ CAT+F Brigh uizzes -

byJac learn.xula.edu learn.xula.edu
Ques... i hefion 10
October 6, 2026
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< Pulse
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Announcements Vv

#LEX Advanced: VoiceThread
Badge

Posted by Janice Florent
o D Edited

Janice,

To receive
the #LEX
Advanced:

WIS,

= learn.xula.edu &

T D

8:47

4 Pulse

L

#lLearnEverywhereXULA.v2

Help >
Content

Discussions

Grades

Classlist

Simple Syllabus

Zoom (new)

Activities >

Groups

ePortfolio

=) learn.xula.edu ¢

e e

8:47

< Pulse

L

#LearnEverywhereXULA.v2

{ Activities

Assignments

Quizzes

Surveys

Class Progress

Checklist

Self Assessments

Virtual Classroom

Video Assignments

Glossary

= learn.xula.edu ]

e 8 R i




#lLearnEverywhereXULA...

CONTENT GRADES
Get Started Here!

Course Overview & Introducti...
Learning Objectives
Assessment & Measurement
Instructional Materials
Activities & Interaction

Course Technology

Learner Support

Accessibility & Usability
Summary & Resources

LEX Advanced

Sandbox-jflorent4

Activity
Feed

Content Grades
Syllabus

Get Started Here!

Personalizing Assessments

Where to find help

Jazz and Blues Traditions

VoiceThread




Pulse App - Settings

all LTE @ 12:34 1:42
Courses < Back Settings
Xavier University

@? of Louisiana NOTIFICATION OPTIONS:
Janice Florent

Push Notifications

@ Add Account
Email Notifications

N Settings
Introduction to & o SHOW GRAPH ON:

Oceanography @ Help

Sandbox-jflorent1

Work To Do
Events
All

. . Starting Day of Week
Introduction to Physical

Geography OTHER OPTIONS:
Sandbox-jflorent5

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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Language

Theme System default ™

Send Us Feedback

About

Courses Notification




Pulse App - Notifica

4 Push Notifications

Announcements

nt available

Assignments/Quizzes

t due date

end date is 2 da

Quiz due date

Quiz end date

Content

nt item updated

w updated

Grades

Grade iter

ole

88686

8 6066

& Back Pulse

Summary of Activity

Email me a summary of activit: each of my

How often?

Instant Notifications

Activity Feed - new comments from others
on a post

Activity Feed - new posts created by
others

Announcements - announcement updated

Announcements - new announcement
available

Assignments - assignment feedback
released

Assignments - assignment due date or end
date is less than an hour away

Assignments - assignment feedback
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Notifications

e Notification preferences

— Learners control how
they receive information il
about course activity Notifieations

— Learners can customize Account Settings
which actions in
Brightspace will trigger
a notification Log Out

@ 2#1 Francis Demo-Student {é}

Progress

Teaching & Faculty Development

-
(-]
-
c
()
£
7]
Y
e
(]
%
g
)
L
-
o
[
-
(7]
-
c
(]
8]

XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

cat.xula.edu



#  Intro to Physical Geography (Fall 2026) g = o N S e 5y

as Instructor

Help v Course Admin Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus Zoom Activities v Groups ePortfolio

S o =

Hi Janice, Welcome to Intro to Physical Geography (Fall
2026)!

r

Announcements v Content Browser v

Hi _Jar“cel v X I Bookmarks OE Recently Visited
B Get Started Here! >
@ Get Help Here >
[B Our Virtual Spaces >

[(3 Module 1: Introduction to >
Physical Geography

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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B Module 2: Solar System  »

Updates

W)

There are no current updates for Intro to
Physical Geography (Fall 2026)

Welcome to this Intro to Physical Geography (Fall 2026) course.

I am Dr. Ima, your professor for this course. | suggest you take a few minutes to view
some of the tutorial videos below that will help you familiarize yourself with Quick Eval v

cat.xula.edu

Brightspace.



#  Intro to Physical Geography (Fall 2026) e Florent ¢33

as Student

Help v Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus Zoom Activities v Groups ePortfolio

| Search Topics Q Module 2: Solar System . 8 prin

|:] Bookmarks
Expand All | Collapse All

5 Course Schedule
33.33 % 2 of 6 topics complete

Table of Contents

Chapter 3: The Solar System

r

Get Started Here!

Get Help Here

Our Virtual Spaces

Module 1: Introduction

to Physical Geography

Module 2: Solar System The goals and objectives of this chapter are to:

« Explain the difference perspectives of a geocentric and heliocentric universe mindset.
« Describe the basic function of the solar system and how it likely formed.
« Compare the similarities and differences of the terrestrial planets.

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development

Chapter 3: The Solar
System
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« Compare the similarities and differences between the jovian planets.

Chapter 4: Planet « Describe the various other objects within the solar system.

Earth

Read - Chapter 3: The Solar System

&P Link

Module 3: Plate

Tectonics

Week 3 - Current Events Discussion

Module 4: Weathering v 2’ Discu: Topic

NOTE: Module and Submodule descriptions are not shown in Content Browser widget.
Learners may miss important information placed in module and submodule descriptions.




ft  Intro to Physical Geography (Fall 2026) W) Janice Florent @

as Student

Help v Content Discussions Grades Classlist Simple Syllabus Zoom Activities v Groups ePortfolio

Hi Janice, Welcome to Intro to Physical Geography
2026)!

Announcements v Content Browser wv
Hi Janice' € Module 2: Solar System ﬁ Home
Chapter 3: The Solar System

&P Read - Chapter 3: The Solar
System

@ Week 3 - Current Events
Discussion

Center for the Advancement of
Teaching & Faculty Development
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@" Physical Geography Journal

.

Updates

NOTE: Module and Submodule descriptions are not shown in Content Browser widget.

Learners may miss important information placed in module and submodule descriptions.
cat.xula.edu




11:53 o 56 @

i
rﬂ:s3 all 56

< Chapter 3: The Solar System

Chapter 3: The Solar System

View Content Details

Chapter 3: The Solar Syst... X

Introduction to Physical...

Description

& Read - Chapter 3: The Sol... v

Content Grades

Get Started Here!

' Week 3 - Current Events Di... ®
o

Get Help Here Physical Geography Journal = :

Our Virtual Spaces

The goals and objectives of this chapter are to:

Module 1: Introduction to Phys... ®

¢ Explain the difference perspectives of a
geocentric and heliocentric universe mindset.
¢ Describe the basic function of the solar system

and how it likely formed.

Module 2: Solar System

Module 3: Plate Tectonics °

Compare the similarities and differences of the
terrestrial planets.
Compare the similarities and differences

Module 4: Weathering and Er... v

between the jovian planets.

Module 5: Water and Oceans

Describe the various other objects within the
solar S)’Slcl“.

Module 6: Atmosphere and W...

Module 7: Climate Systems a...

Module 8: Human Impacts



Widgets

® Effective widgets serve two purposes
o Navigation
m Quick access to frequently used
course features
o Communication
m Up-to-date information and just-in-
time resources
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Homepage Design Tip #1

e Recommended banner image
o 2400 by 960 pixels
o No text in the image

Teaching & Faculty Development
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onile from Pixabay
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-
4 from Pixabay

it: Image by R

Credi

= : CAT+FD
Fm \ ‘

Good choice for banner image

edit: Image by stinne2

Cre

Poor choice for banner image

cat.xula.edu


https://pixabay.com/photos/statue-of-liberty-new-york-statue-267949/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://pixabay.com/photos/queen-of-liberty-statue-of-liberty-202218/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Homepage Design Tip #2

e Strive for minimal scrolling
o Reduces cognitive effort
o Makes the content more digestible
o Helps users more easily find what they
need
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https://pixabay.com/photos/hands-phone-smartphone-electronics-1851218/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Homepage Design Tip #3

e Put your most important information

where learners scan first

o Users typically start in the top left and
work their way right and down as they
catch relevant words

o The least looked at part
of any webpage is the
bottom right
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Image Credit: WOCinTech Chat / CC BY 2.0
e cat.xula.edu


https://www.flickr.com/photos/wocintechchat/25388766374/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Homepage Design Tip #4

e Activity Feed widget
o Use the Basic Homepage layout and add
Activity Feed widget to large panel
o Ensure the large panel does not include
other widgets
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Activity Feed can become
lost as the feed grows

CAT+FD

cat.xula.edu


https://www.flickr.com/photos/90514086@N00/952953634
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/

Homepage Design Tip #5

e Drip-Feeding
o Reduce clutter on homepage by
scheduling content delivery

o Use availability dates where appropriate
m For example, enter start
and end dates for
Announcements
m Serves as added benefit
when copying courses
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Homepage Design Tip #6

e Custom Widgets
o Utilize Quicklinks in widgets where you
are directing learners to course content
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Potential Pitfall #1

e Content Browser widget
o Module descriptions

Learners may miss important information in
the description when navigating course
using this widget
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Potential Pitfall #2

e Use the Announcements widget or

the Activity Feed widget
o DO NOT use both
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Potential Pitfall #3

e Activity Feed widget
o Messages CANNOT be copied to
another course

m |f copying messages is important, use
Announcements widget instead

o Assignment option

m Assignments can be copied to another
course but will have to be relinked
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Potential Pitfall #4

e Too many widgets
o Don't clutter your homepage

Teaching & Faculty Development
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I see value in customizing my course
homepage.
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Image Credit: Thumbs Up Circle and Thumbs Down Circle by Dennis Martin from OpenClipArt cat.xu Ia.ed u
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Brightspace Tip #594: Course Design Suggestions

Janice Florent « August 10, 2026 - Leave a comment

I usually get a lot of questions from faculty related to setting up their Brightspace
courses. In the spirit of starting the academic year with less stress, | offer the
following infographic with course design suggestions to reduce your course setup

and management stress:

COURSE DESIGN
ZEN

Reduce your Brightspace course

setup and management stress

SETUP GRADE BOOK
FIRST

Simplify your course creation workflow by setting
up your Grade Book before adding assignments
and activities that will be graded

BRIGHTSPACE DOCUMENTS

Guide to Taking Tests in Brightspac
= Record, Upload, and Share Video on

YouTube

BRIGHTSPACE FAQ
= Respc s LockDown Browser FAQ
s Monitor FAQ
hread FAQ

folios FAQ

Teaching, Learning, and Everything Else

Conversation #124: Jon Ippolito on the
IMPACT RISK of Al
September 23, 2025

O 31 minutes

onversation #123: Wendy Gaudin on
C tion #123: Wendy Gaud

Writing and Publishing

© 36 minutes

Center for the Advancement of
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Workshop Slides, Recording, &
Resources

https://catwiki.xula.edu/homepages
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Image Credit: Image by geralt from Pixabay



https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-board-chalk-school-1262378/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-board-chalk-school-1262378/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

