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CUSTOMIZE YOUR COURSE 
HOMEPAGE IN BRIGHTSPACE

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0
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Homepages and Widgets

Image Credit: Image by Bodo Bertuleit from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/painting-pencils-paint-pens-911804/
https://pixabay.com/photos/painting-pencils-paint-pens-911804/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Quality Matters

● QM Standard 8 - Accessibility & Usability
○ 8.1 - Course navigation facilitates ease of use. 
○ 8.2 - The course design facilitates readability.  
○ 8.3 - Text in the course is accessible. 
○ 8.4 - Images in the course are accessible. 
○ 8.5 - Video and audio content in the course is 

accessible. 
○ 8.6 - Multimedia in the course is easy to use. 
○ 8.7 - Vendor accessibility statements are provided 

for the technologies used in the course.
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Course Homepage
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Homepages

Homepage

Purpose: The landing 
page for courses. 

Similar to a bulletin 
board where you can 

display useful 
information and 

resources for learners. 

NavBar

Purpose: Easy way 
for you and your 

learners to access a 
wide variety of tools. 

Course Banner

Purpose: Space to 
personalize your 
course image or 

display a message 
or information to 

learners.  

Content

Purpose: A space to 
post and organize 

content within 
Brightspace. Create 

lessons, assignments, 
quizzes, etc. in an 

easy to navigate area 
for learners.
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Course Offering Information

● Change the name of your course

Image credit: "new name" by jflorent is dedicated to public domain under CC0 and is a derivative of image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

http://cat.xula.edu/food/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/new-name.png
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/away-directory-one-way-street-1991864/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Banner Image

● Choose from image library or upload 
your own

● Images are used in
○ My Courses Widget
○ Course Homepage image banner
○ Brightspace Pulse

● Automatically resized
○ Recommended size 2400 by 960 pixels
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Banner Image Text

● Customize text on homepage banner 
images
○ Course Name
○ Custom Value

■ Replace Strings allowed
● For example, Hello {FirstName}, Welcome to 

{OrgUnitName}!

○ None
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Homepage Layout

● The organization of the homepage.
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Homepage 
Layout

● Two Equal Panels
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Widgets

● “Building blocks” of homepages
● Live feeds of tools and external links

Widget

Widget

Widget

Widget

Widget
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System Widgets

● Built into Brightspace
● You cannot

○ Modify or delete
● You can 

○ Choose the system widgets to place on your 
homepage

○ Change the location on course homepage
○ Customize display options
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Custom Widgets

● Built in the Brightspace Editor (or an 
external application)

● You choose what to put in the widget box

Widget

Widget

Widget

Widget

Custom 
Widget
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System Widgets

Widget Description

Announcements Communicates important updates and information to users.

Calendar Mini-calendar and a list of upcoming events.

Updates Unread submission files, unevaluated assignment submissions, 

unread discussions posts, ungraded quizzes, quizzes that have 

not been attempted.

Work To Do Provides learners with a summary of their assigned learning 

activities that are overdue or have an upcoming due date or end 

date. Only visible to users with the Student role.
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System Widgets

Widget Description

Activity Feed The feed is a way to engage with your learners, with the 

opportunity to have a more casual format. You have the option to 

allow learners to comment in the feed. You can post reminders, 

course news, time sensitive/course sensitive updates, and it may 

be an easier way for you to create assignments. 

Content Browser Browse course content, view recently visited topics, and view 

bookmarked topics from your course homepage.

Quick Eval Offers evaluators a single location to view learner submissions, 

including assignments, quizzes, and discussions to easily access 

and grade all submissions. Only visible to users with the 

Instructor role.
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Course Homepage

● Course name
● Banner image
● Banner text
● System widgets

○ Announcements
○ Updates
○ Work To Do
○ Calendar



C
e

n
te

r 
fo

r 
th

e
 A

d
v

a
n

c
e

m
e

n
t 

o
f

T
e

a
c

h
in

g
 &

 F
a

c
u

lt
y

 D
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t

X
A

V
IE

R
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
IT

Y
 O

F
 L

O
U

IS
IA

N
A

cat.xula.edu

Course Homepage

● Course name
● Banner image
● System widgets

○ Announcements
○ Updates

● Custom Widget
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Homepages 
& Widgets 
in Action

Image Credit: Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapper-board-film-movie-152088/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapper-board-film-movie-152088/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Check-in
(Square, Triangle, or Circle)

Squared with 
my thinking

Gained three 
key/important ideas

Question still circling 
in my mind
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Responsive Design
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Brightspace Apps

Mobile app that can help learners stay 
connected and on track with their courses in 
Brightspace.Pulse
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Pulse App - Settings
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Pulse App - Notifications
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Notifications

● Notification preferences
– Learners control how 

they receive information 
about course activity

– Learners can customize 
which actions in 
Brightspace will trigger 
a notification
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Content Browser Widget
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Content Module

NOTE: Module and Submodule descriptions are not shown in Content Browser widget. 
Learners may miss important information placed in module and submodule descriptions.
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Content Browser Widget

NOTE: Module and Submodule descriptions are not shown in Content Browser widget. 
Learners may miss important information placed in module and submodule descriptions.
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Widgets

● Effective widgets serve two purposes
○ Navigation 

■ Quick access to frequently used 
course features

○ Communication 
■ Up-to-date information and just-in-

time resources
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Homepage Design Tip #1

● Recommended banner image
○ 2400 by 960 pixels
○ No text in the image

Good choice for banner image
C

re
d

it
: I

m
ag

e
b

y 
R

o
n

ile
 f

ro
m

 P
ix

ab
ay

Poor choice for banner image

C
re

d
it

: I
m

ag
e

b
y 

st
in

n
e2

4
 fr

o
m

 P
ix

ab
ay

https://pixabay.com/photos/statue-of-liberty-new-york-statue-267949/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://pixabay.com/photos/queen-of-liberty-statue-of-liberty-202218/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Homepage Design Tip #2

● Strive for minimal scrolling 
○ Reduces cognitive effort
○ Makes the content more digestible
○ Helps users more easily find what they 

need

Image Credit: Image by Pexels  from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/hands-phone-smartphone-electronics-1851218/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Homepage Design Tip #3

● Put your most important information 
where learners scan first 
○ Users typically start in the top left and 

work their way right and down as they 
catch relevant words

○ The least looked at part 
of any webpage is the 
bottom right

Image Credit: WOCinTech Chat / CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wocintechchat/25388766374/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


C
e

n
te

r 
fo

r 
th

e
 A

d
v

a
n

c
e

m
e

n
t 

o
f

T
e

a
c

h
in

g
 &

 F
a

c
u

lt
y

 D
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t

X
A

V
IE

R
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
IT

Y
 O

F
 L

O
U

IS
IA

N
A

cat.xula.edu

Homepage Design Tip #4

● Activity Feed widget 
○ Use the Basic Homepage layout and add 

Activity Feed widget to large panel
○ Ensure the large panel does not include 

other widgets
■ Widgets placed below the 

Activity Feed can become 
lost as the feed grows

Image Credit: Longleat Hedge Maze by Cyberslayer  is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/90514086@N00/952953634
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
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Homepage Design Tip #5

● Drip-Feeding
○ Reduce clutter on homepage by 

scheduling content delivery 
○ Use availability dates where appropriate

■ For example, enter start
and end dates for 
Announcements

■ Serves as added benefit 
when copying courses

Image Credit: image by Buntysmum from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/honey-sweet-food-poring-dripping-5004074/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Homepage Design Tip #6

● Custom Widgets
○ Utilize Quicklinks in widgets where you 

are directing learners to course content
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Potential Pitfall #1

● Content Browser widget
○ Module descriptions

■ Learners may miss important information in 
the description when navigating course 
using this widget

Image Credit: Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Potential Pitfall #2

● Use the Announcements widget or 
the Activity Feed widget
○ DO NOT use both

Image Credit: Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Potential Pitfall #3

● Activity Feed widget
○ Messages CANNOT be copied to 

another course
■ If copying messages is important, use 

Announcements widget instead
○ Assignment option

■ Assignments can be copied to another 
course but will have to be relinked

Image Credit: Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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Potential Pitfall #4

● Too many widgets
○ Don’t clutter your homepage

Image Credit: Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/cone-danger-traffic-warning-road-160118/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
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I see value in customizing my course 
homepage.

Image Credit: Thumbs Up Circle and Thumbs Down Circle by Dennis Martin from OpenClipArt

https://pixabay.com/vectors/cold-thermometer-weather-159379/
https://openclipart.org/detail/214030/thumbs-down-circle
https://openclipart.org/share
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CAT FooD Blogcat.xula.edu/food
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Workshop Slides, Recording, & 
Resources

https://catwiki.xula.edu/homepages
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Questions

Image Credit: Image by geralt from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-board-chalk-school-1262378/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-board-chalk-school-1262378/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

