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Five Basic Steps to Participation in 
the Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning 

Tiera S. Coston, Ph.D., J.D. 
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Goals 

• To introduce and define the scholarship of 
teaching and learning 

 

• To convey the benefits of and need for the 
scholarship of teaching and learning 
 

• To introduce five steps to participation in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning 

 

• To provide resources that facilitate 
participation in the scholarship of teaching 
and learning 
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Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 
(SoTL) 

• study of teaching and learning and the 
communication of findings so that a body 
of knowledge can be established 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 
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Benefits of SoTL 

• Improves student learning by informing 
teaching 

 
• Facilitates collaboration across disciplines 
 
• Enhances teaching field overall 
 
• Enriches teachers’ experience  

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 
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Need for SoTL 
• Need empirical evidence to ensure 

effectiveness of pedagogical activities 
 
• Responsibility of educators to both consult 

and contribute to the body of knowledge 
on effective teaching and learning 

 
• Enhance the credibility of research on 

teaching and learning 
Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 
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STEP 1: Generating the Research 
Question 

 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 

• Take observations and curiosities and 
create interesting, meaningful and 
measurable research questions 
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STEP 2: Designing the Study 

 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 

• Provides the mechanism to answer the 
question 

Qualitative Methods Quantitative Methods 

Descriptive Survey 

Case Study Experiment 

Observation Quasi-Experiment 

Interview 

Focus Group 

• Consider which type of research design 
best matches the research question 
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STEP 2: Designing the Study 

 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 
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STEP 3: Collecting the Data 

 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 

• Collect the data that will (hopefully) answer 
the research question 

• Comes in a variety of forms (student 
feedback, exam scores, observation, etc.) 
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STEP 4: Analyzing the Data 

 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 

• Look carefully at the data to determine the 
answer to the research question 
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STEP 5: Presenting and Publishing 
SoTL 

 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012). Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 

• Share research with colleagues via 
conferences and journals 
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SoTL Resources 

http://cetl.kennesaw.edu/teaching-journals-directory 

http://cetl.kennesaw.edu/teaching-journals-directory
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SoTL Resources 

http://cetl.kennesaw.edu/teaching-conferences-directory 

http://cetl.kennesaw.edu/teaching-conferences-directory
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SoTL Resources 

Bishop-Clark, C and Dietz-Uhler, B (2012) Engaging in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. A Guide 
to the Process and How to Develop a Project from Start to Finish. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 
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SoTL Resources (CAT+FD) 
Website: https://cat.xula.edu/ 

Blog: https://cat.xula.edu/ 

Wiki: http://xulacat.wikispaces.com/ 

https://cat.xula.edu/
https://cat.xula.edu/
http://xulacat.wikispaces.com/
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